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RUSSLA MERCHANTS. 


LES = HE Ruſſia Merchants traded to Perſia through Riſhi, 
„bout 200 Years ago, (even before there was a Turky 
Company, or any Trade to Turky) by rhe way of Arch. 
angel, up the River Dwine to Vologds, and thence by 
EYE I f/ Lend to Teraſiaw on the River Volga, and o down that 
n River to Aſirachar, thence over the Caſpian Lake into 

bPerſia; though, by reaſon of Wars between the 7arks 

| SW and Perſians, and Robberies committed by the Barha- 
rians, the Ruſſia Merchants were at laſt diſcouraged from purſuing this glo- 
rious Enterprize. 
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ABOUT 1740, the Nuſſia Merchants turned their I hovghts to reviving 
this Trade to PerRa; but being doubtful whether, by rhe Act of Navigation, 
they could import Raw Silk from Per ſia through Ruſſia as they had done 
ſormetly before that AR, they did, in 1741, 2pp*) to ne Hoe ache. 
Commons for Relief; and, accordingly, an Act pailed, in c. or 015 
preſent Majeſty's Reign, to enable the Ruilſſia Merchants to raue ten freun 


Perſia through Ruſſia, as they hag, formerly done. 


IN purſuance of the ſaid Act, the Ruſſia Merchants did export Conde: 

able Quantities of Woollen C0095, and other Manufactures of thete King 
- - * N hs - 3 4 33 4 I «P21 & 

dome through Rua ro Zr, and fold them in Perſia, and, in retutn 
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imported from thence Perſia Sherbaffe Raw Silk, of a very good Quality, 
and much eſteemed by the Silk Manufacturers in theſe Kingdoms. 


FOR about fix Years the Ruſſia Merchants continued exporting Woollen 
Goods, and other Manufactures of theſe Kingdoms, until they were ſtopt by a 
Decree in 1747, interdicting their carrying any more Goods thre, . , 
and were allo denied the Liberty of Navigating with the Britiſt Flag on 
the Caſpian, whereby the Ships they had built {being rendered uſeleſs) they 
were obliged to be reſold to Loſs. 


AFTER this, about the Beginning of 1748, a heavier Misfortune 
befel the Britif Traders to Perſia, (during the Civil Wars in that Country) 
by a gencral Plunder of their Effects (at Riſchd in Perſia) to the Amount 
of about 100,090 J. 


SINCE the Nuſſia Merchants have been denied Permiſſion in Nuſſia, to 
tranſport through that Country to Perſia, the Britzh Woollen Goods and Ma- 
nufactures they had, for that Purpoſe, ſent to Nuſſia, they have ſold ſaid 
Goods to Rv//ian Subjects, Traders to Perſia, | 


IHE Ruſſia Merchants have alſo exported and fold to Nuſſian Subjects 
(Traders to Perſia) more Britiſ Woollen Goods and Manufactures of the 
Sortiments fit for the Perſian Market, being of a Fabrick unfit for the 
Conſumption of Ruſſia, aud have Hopes of increaſing the Sale thereof in 
Nuſſia, provided Encouragement is given for the taking Silk in return. 


THE Kuſſian Subjeas drive a conſiderable Trade to Perſia for Raw Silk, 
which they carry to Holland, and therewith purchate Woullcu Gods bnt 
if we will take off their Silk, we may hope to induce them, in return, to 
take our Woollen Manufactures, proper for the Perſian Market. 


THE ſhort Queſtion, therefore, is, Who ſhall get the Perſia Sherbaffe 
Raw Silk in exchange for Woollen Goods? 


The DUTCH or ENGLISH? 


THE Tarky Company arc out of the Queſtion 3 for as the Carriage to 
and from Perſia through Ruſſia has been long eſtabliſhed by the Ruſſians 
and is caſter and cheaper than by the way of Turky, it readily accounts for 
the Alteration. of the Channel of T cave from Perſia. 


HENCEFORWARD, therefore, we can expect very ſmall Supplies 
from the Turky Company of Perſia Sherbaſſe; and unleſs we take it from 
Nuſſia, (where it is to be had) we ſhall deprive our Manufacturers of a ſort 


- S very uictul to them, and throw it all into the Hands of our Rival 
. hben | 


SINCE the Opening of the Trade through Ru/f/ia t it wi 
| | : 8 o Perſia, it will 
not appear (making reatonable Allowances for the Naa Trade 


incident to a French War) that the Exports or Imports 
pany have been affected or diminiſhed, oh pores of the ary Conn: 
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THEREFORE, whatever Brit; Woollen Goods, or Manufactures, 
have been exported by the Nuſſia Merchants ro the Northern Parts of 
Herſia, ſince the Opening of that Trade, hath been 2 manifeſt Advantage 
to the Nation, and an Increaſe of irs Exports. 


IF the Bill for purchaling Perſia Sherhaffe Raw Silk ſhould not pals into 
a Law, we may thereby be deprived of the neceſlary Supply of that Sort 
of Silk, and be prevented ſupplying the Northern Parts of Perſia with 
Britiſh Woollen Goods and ManutaQuures ; it being unlikely the Trrky 
Company can do either. By theſe means, therefore, the Nation will be a 
Sufferer in both Kinds, and the Dutch will reap thole Advantages which 
we refuſe. 


ON the former Application of the Nuſſia Merchants for opening the 
Trade to Perſia, the Oppoſition of the Turky Merchants is recent in every 
ones Memory. How groundlcis that was, may appear from hence, that 
none of thoſe bad Conicquences, which were — have ever ariſen; 
nor has the Ottoman Forte ever, to this Dav, taken the leaſt Umbrage 
therear, 
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